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Knights and Knaves in Public Service

Knights nobly fulfill the public 

mission

Knaves act in own 
self‐interest

Adapted from Le Grand, 2003
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Regulatory History: Accreditation

1950s‐60s: FP Banned 

1970‐90s accepted

2000s NP conversions 

2010 Dana College denial

Regulatory History: Federal Oversight

• 1978: FTC oversight (failed)

• 1980s‐90s: ED oversight  1992 Reauthorization
• Twelve‐hour rule waivers 1998  eliminated 2002

• 50% rule  waivers 1998  eliminated 20055

• 85/15 rule, modified 90/10 in 1998

• Cohort default rate
• 1991‐1994: 35%  30%  25% (2yr window)

• 2008: 30% in 3yr window

• Incentive compensation banned: 2002 Safe harbors  ban reinstated 2010
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Regulatory History: Pending Oversight

• Gainful employment: 1972  2010

• Veterans Administration

• Single Definition

• 90‐10 modifications

• Disclosure and ratings

Regulatory Cycle

FP are presented as Knights

FP trusted and limited oversight

FP perceived/become Knavish

FP mistrust and oversight
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IPEDS Locations
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Percent of Enrollment
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FP Certificates and Degrees
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Enrollment Algebra
B – G – L + N = T

100 – 50 – 25 + 75= 100Certs

100 – 25 – 25 + 50 = 100Degrees


