Asia’s Private and Public Higher Education Shares (2001-2008) *, **, *****
Last Update: November 2010

	Country
	Private % of Total  HE Enrolment
	Year
	Private % of Total HEIs
	Year
	Private % of Total Univ. Enrolment
	Year
	Private % of Total Univ.
	Year

	Afghanistan
***
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Australia

	3.5
(40,000/N/A)
	2008
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Bangladesh

	14.4

(61,108/423,236)
	2003/04
	48.6

(54/111)
	2005/06
	44.2
(91,648/207,577)
	2005
	71.6 (53/74)
	2005

	Bhutan

	0
	-
	0
	-
	0
	-
	0
	-

	Cambodia

	58.0

(56,563/97,524)
	2006
	64.5 (40/62)
	2006
	-
	-
	69.2 (18/26)
	2004

	China

	19.9

(4,013,010/20,210,249)
	2008
	28.3
(640/2,263)
	2008
	0
	2008
	0
	2008

	Hong Kong, China

	59.0

(127,256/215,637)
	2007/08
	54.5
(12/22)
	2007/08
	59.4 
(95,238/ 160,295)
	2007/08
	22.2 (2/9)
	2007/08

	India

	30.7

(3,219,000/10,481,000)
	2005/06
	42.9

(7720/17,973)
	2005/06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Indonesia

	71.0
(2,392,417 / 3,371,156)
	2007
	95.5
(2,766/2,897)
	2007
	-
	-
	89.0
(372/418)
	2007

	Japan

	77.4

(2,924,022/3,776,623)
	2007
	89.6 (4,199/4,689)
	2007
	73.2 (2,071,642/2,828,635)
	2007
	76.7 (580/756)
	2007

	Kazakhstan

	46.5

(347,100/747,100)
	2004
	71.8 (130/181)
	2004
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Kyrgyzstan

	7.2

(15,800/218,300)
	2004
	32.7

(16/49)
	2004
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Lao People’s Democratic Republic

	32.4

(14,371/44,289)
	2004/05
	79.5

(31/39)
	2005
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Malaysia

	50.9

(322,891/634,033)
	2004
	97.0

(559/576)
	2004
	7.5
	2000
	39.3

(11/28)
	2004

	Maldives
***
	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	Myanmar

	0

(0/156)
	2005
	0
	2005
	0
	2005
	0
	2005

	Mongolia

	26.0
	2003
	64.2
	2003
	8.3
	2003
	27.2
	2003

	New Zealand

	9.3

(23,763/256,468)
	2006
	85.6

(172/201)
	2007
	0
	2007
	0
	2007

	Nepal
***
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	North Korea

	0
	-
	0
	-
	0
	-
	0
	-

	Pakistan

	23.8

(103,466/435,130)
	2007/08
	46.0
(57/124)
	2007/08
	-
	-
	42.6
(40/94)
	2007/08

	Philippines

	65.1

(1,589,866/2,438,855)
	2005/06
	89.4

(1,431/1,599)
	2005
	-
	-
	-
	-

	South Korea

	80.0

(2,565,888/3,204,036)
	2006
	87.0
(280/322)
	2002
	78.4
(1,439,297/1,836,649)
	2004
	84.8
(145/171)
	2004

	Sri Lanka
***
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Taiwan

	71.9
	2004
	65.8
	2004
	66.8
	2004
	64.1
	2004

	Thailand

	9.9

(173,007/1,750,777)
	2007
	46.9

(70/149)
	2007
	16.8
	2001
	28.3
	2003

	Vietnam

	10.4

(137,760/1,319,754)
	2005
	12.6

(29/230)
	2005
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total****
	36.4

(18,087,288/496,241,67)
	
	57.8

(18,206/31,487)
	
	
	
	
	


* 
 Although the data come from the most reliable sources found—usually official sources—criteria and inclusiveness both vary greatly across countries, so comparisons should be drawn only with caution. For example, the meaning of higher education, university, and tertiary education varies. In some databases, only accredited or at least licensed institutions are counted; in others, the figures are more broadly inclusive. There are also differences in how to count enrolments and in many other respects. Further details and caveats on international tables at http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/international.html. Attention to such matters is keener in PROPHE’s in-depth data work on individual countries. See http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html.

** 
Georgia, Israel, Russia, and Turkey are listed in the Europe table, though they could also be listed in Asia.
*** 
Although some numbers for these countries are shown by sources, they are not solid enough to place in the table, particularly in regard to inconsistency about what is counted as higher education.
****     If we sum all the enrolment data for Asia, we get a private share of 36.4 %, excluding countries where either private enrolments or total enrolments are not available, such as Afghanistan and Australia. If we sum all the institutional data for Asia, we get a private share of 57.8 %, excluding countries where either private institutions or total institutions are not available, such as Afghanistan, Maldives, and Nepal.   
*****
The main preparers of this table are Yingxia Cao, Daniel Levy, Prachayani Praphamontripong and Chunyue Zhang.



� Several Afghanistani private universities were in formation at the time Agarwal was writing. Pawan Agarwal, “Privatization and Internationalization of Higher Education in the Countries of South Asia: An Empirical Analysis,” Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations, 2009.


� Australia is under the UNESCO category “Asia and the Pacific.” The data are estimated by John Anwyl in “Australian Experience with Private Higher Education,” in Proceedings of the International Conference on Privatization in Higher Education, Neaman Institute of the Technion University, Haifa Israel, 2008. Anwyl notes that there are no reliable private figures but he estimates between 30,000 and 50,000 enrolments, and a 3-4% share; we have just taken the mid-point of those estimates.





� Bangladesh has two main types of higher education institutions: universities and degree colleges affiliated with them. The private university data is from BANBEIS (Bangladesh Bureau of Educational Information and Statistics), 2005, provided by Norman LaRocque. � HYPERLINK "http://www.banbeis.gov.bd/db_bb/university_educaiton_1.htm" �http://www.banbeis.gov.bd/db_bb/university_educaiton_1.htm�. 





4 Agarwal, “Privatization,” 2009.





5  Data on PHEIs and enrolment from World Bank. � HYPERLINK "http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1121703274255/1439264-1193249163062/Cambodia_CountrySummary.pdf" �http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1121703274255/1439264-1193249163062/Cambodia_CountrySummary.pdf�.


  Data of private university and enrolment from “Cambodia” in Higher Education in South-East Asia (Bangkok, Thailand: UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, 2006).





6  Department of Development and Planning, Ministry of Education, Essential Statistics of Education in China, May 2009. Government does not list any of the private HEIs as universities, even if they call themselves that. In 2008 there were 1506 private HEIs, of which 866 were only self-study, not for granting diplomas or degrees. Enrolment in diploma and degree granting private institutions was 1,346,311. Data contributed by Prof. Fengqiao Yan.





7 Hong Kong is part of China but we give its data separately. Data from University Grants Committee, Hong Kong, contributed through Kai-ming Cheng. Publicly funded institutions offer self-financed programs, and private student enrolment refers here to student enrolment in these programs, as well as in private institutions; this is different from how self-financed students in public institutions are counted by us in European and African countries. Furthermore, the UGC data do not categorize by private-public as much as privately financed and publicly financed, with presumably some threshold to be called one or the other. On the number of HEIs, two small colleges with enrolment of 66 in total are not included. 





8 Counting as private higher education only institutions basically not financed by government; the private figures would go much higher if “private” government-funded colleges affiliated with universities were included here as private.  Source: Agarwal, Pawan, “Higher Education in India: The Need for a Change,” Working Paper No. 180. Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations, 2006. 





9 World Bank, Higher Education Sector Assessment, March 2009.  When the report lists the number of institutions, it shows the public’s 131 as 46 universities, 5 institutes, 26 polytechnics, 1 school, and 52 Islamic institutions; for the private sector it shows 2766 total, including 372 universities, 42 institutes, 118 polytechnics, 985 other, and 1249 schools, so private constitutes 95.5% of institutions. When the report shows enrolment, it gives public as 978,739 and private as 2,392,417 for a private share of 71.0%.  But these enrollment figures leave aside the following, which are not shown with private-public identification: Islamic institutions (506,247 enrolments), service institutions (47,253), and the open university (450,649), putting the country’s total enrolment at 4,375,305. If we take the Islamic and Open universities as public and the Service institutions as private (1249 of 1250 are listed as private), then the private share of total enrolment would be 55.8%. But that is less than the figure in the table and Dr. Arif Maftuhin notes that some Islamic institutions are legally private, others legally public.





10 See PROPHE’s Japanese case online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html" �http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html�





� Agency of Statistics of the Republic of Kazakhstan at � HYPERLINK "http://www.stat.kz/stat/index.aspx?sl=news&l=en" ��http://www.stat.kz/stat/index.aspx?sl=news&l=en�;  “Современная система образования и профессиональной подготовки населения” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.stat.kz/stat/index.aspx?p=analit-agent-2005&l=ru" ��http://www.stat.kz/stat/index.aspx?p=analit-agent-2005&l=ru�





� National Statistics Committer of Kyrgyz Republic, Kyrgyzstan in Numbers: Statistical Documents, Bishkek, 2001, 2005.





� The conference of “The Proceedings of Regional Seminar on Higher Education in Southeast Asian Countries: A Current Update” in Bangkok, Thailand on Sept 29, 2005.





� “Proceedings, 2005.  Also see PROPHE’s Malaysian case online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html" �http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html�





� Agarwal, “Privatization,” 2009. Alongside the Maldives College of Higher Education, the only degree-granting institution, with some 4000 students, there were perhaps 2600 students in other public institutions. There were roughly 3000 private students but only about 250 in degree awarding programs.





� All higher education institutions are financed by the State. “Proceedings,” 2005.





� Mongolian Statistical Yearbook.





� New Zealand is under the UNESCO category “Asia and the Pacific.” See PROPHE’s New Zealand case online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html" �http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html�.  





� Agarwal, “Privatization” 2009, reports 40% for Nepal’s private enrolment share given by the Global Education Digest, but he himself gives 9 % an estimate, and 20% for institutions. He reports that the first private university (Katmandu University) was established in 1992 and that the country has many private campuses affiliated with universities. 


� PROPHE knowledge that there is no private higher education.





� Data contributed by Norman LaRocque of the Asian Development Bank, drawing off the Pakistani Higher Education Commission (� HYPERLINK "http://hec.gov.pk/stats.html" �http://hec.gov.pk/stats.html�). The number of institutions does not include the affiliated colleges, though the enrolments do. No private universities and only a few public ones have affiliated colleges (public and private) but some (e.g., University of Punjab) have many. The data exclude distance education for the sake of data compatibility with other countries in this table. Only the public sector has distance education, 305, 962 in 2007-2008; therefore, when excluding distance education, the public share in enrolment naturally decreases and the private share increases (to the 23.8 reported in this table, compared to 14.0%).





� “Proceedings,” 2005.





� Data of 2006 from OECD Complete databases: � HYPERLINK "http://stats.oecd.org" �http://stats.oecd.org�. Data of 2004 from PROPHE single country case for South Korea. � HYPERLINK "http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html" �http://www.albany.edu/dept/eaps/prophe/data/national.html�.  Data of 2002 from Seung-Bo Kim and Sunwoong Kim. Private Universities in South Korea. International Higher Education, Fall 2004.





� Agarwal, “Privatization” 2009. Agarwal puts his private Sri Lankan figures (50 institutions vs. 33 public ones, and 45,700 enrolments vs. 107,796 public) as estimates and lists only some 2500 private students in degree programs. He estimates the private enrolment share as similar to the Global Education Digest figure of 1%.


� The Ministry of Education, Taiwan Website: Statistics & Research/ Summary of Statistics (2003-2004): � HYPERLINK "http://140.111.1.22/english/en05/other/yr04.htm" �http://140.111.1.22/english/en05/other/yr04.htm�





� Office of Higher Education Commission, Thai Ministry of Education. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mua.go.th" �http://www.mua.go.th�





� Ministry of Education and Training of Vietnam, Statistical data: � HYPERLINK "http://www.edu.net.vn" ��www.edu.net.vn�.
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